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General Report. der vr 


EK are now closing the fortieth year of Rockrorp 

SEMINARY. As the work of the year is reviewed 

by your honorable body, we, the Faculty feel con- 

fident that you will with us call it a prosperous year, and 

will be assured that the institution which has been so long 

worthy of your supervision, is not only holding its own, 
but making some advancement. 


Although with a change of administration, it was rea- 
sonably feared that there might be a decrease in the num- 
ber of students, the fact is, that the total number is the 
sameas last year, two hyndred and five; of these one hun- 
dred and two have been borders, sixty-eight day students. 
There have been fourteen in the College course, forty-two 
in the Seminary course the remainder in the preparatory 
department or taking music only. The Freshman class 
has numbered twenty, the Senior class will graduate fifteen, 
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The social life has been a pleasant one. The students 
have entered with heartiness into both study and recrea- 
tion, and ahealthy moral and intellectual atmosphere has 
prevailed. The physical health has been excellent. While 
there has been serious illness in the city, our own good 
sanitary arrangements, superior diet, regular exercise in 
the gymnasium and carful superintendence of the resident 
physician, have united to secure to us perfect immunity. 


We have been greatly aided this year by the efforts of 
the Students’ Aid Association. Althoughin only thefourth 
year of its existence, it has, as shown by the reports pre- 
sented at the annual meeting on June 5th, given help to 
thirty-nine students. During the past year ten students 
have received aid to the amount of $1,450.69. Of this. 
$275 has been paid by the annual members who pay $5.00 
a year. The remainder is from individual cifts in larger 
sums, from the alumne associations, and from the Second 
Congregational Church. Among those receiving this aid, 
have been some of our best students who will in future 
years give proof that the investment in their behalf was a 
good one. 


In thisday when woman’s work is a power in society 
as never before, our institutions for her training ought to 
be more liberally furnished with scholarships and endow- 
ments. _While there are more opportunities for a young ° 
man than fora young woman toearn the means necessary 
for a college course before or while pursuing such a course 
and by so much the need is less for his being helped, it still 
remains a fact that for every dollar invested in scholar- 
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ships and endowments for the education of women in our 
land, fifty-three dollars are expended for men. 


Ii we were in a position to hold out the inducement 
of a four years’ scholarship to needy but deserving appli- 
cantsfor the Freshman class, weshould not only confer un- 
told good on the student, but directly benefit ourselves. 
We very much hope thatthe invested fund of the Students’ 
Aid Association, which has now reached $1,900 will be 
multiplied many times, and that very soon, by the dona- 
tions of friends. Mrs. Wm. E. Dodge has within the year 
added a thousand dollars to her scholarship. 


We occasionally have the question asked, how our 
course compares with that of eastern colleges. Because we 
still bear the name ‘“‘Seminary,”’ there is a suspicion in 
some quarters that our collegiate course is collegiate in 
name rather than in reality. A comparison of our course 
with that of Vassar College, gives the following results: 
For entrance the requirements are equivalent except that 
Vassar requires three books of Plane Geometry, one ora. 
tion of Cicero, and oue book of Homer more than we, an 
amount of work not adding materially to the time spent 
in the preparatory school. Entrance upon certificate is 
regulated in substantially the same way. In the course, 
the required and the elective work in Latin is the same in 
both schools; in Greek, German and French, itis equivalent. 
In mathematics, our work isless both required and elective; 
we place Spherical Trigonometry and Analytical Geometry 
among eleetives, Vassar requires them for a degree and 
offers as electives Quaternions and Differential Equations 
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which we have not yet done. In Science we require one 
term more of Chemistry otherwise the required work | 
isthe same; in Rhetoric we require work and essay-writing 
through the course, Vassar through two years, making it 
elective in one term of the Junior year; the required courses 
in English Literature and Philosophy are equivalentin time 
covered and range of subjects; Vassar offers a much more 
extensive elective course in Chemistry and Mathematics, 
but otherwise the elective work is equivalent in the two. 
Of course, many differences in the actual working and 
equipment of the two schools will readily occur to all, but 
this comparison in placing uson a substantial equality as 
to our curriculum with other colleges will be of interest to 
those who have to answer the question at the head of this 
paragraph. 


We shall this year recommend one student of vocal 
music for a diploma certifying her completion of a course 
of study extending over four years. This course has been 
formulated during the past year at the request of your ex- 
ecutive committee with whom you left our suggestion of a 
year ago. The Music department has been in a prosper- 


ous condition although the number of graduates is small, 
only three. 


The Art department is doing good work. There have 
been nine pupils, and there has been much interest in the 
work. A new feature, modelling in clay, has been intro- 
duced. It proves to be a great aid indrawing. We great- 
ly wish to equip our studio with more of the antique and 
modern casts to add to its attractiveness. The propor- 
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tion of students in this department is as good as in other 
schools where art study is combined with the regular col- 
lege work. 


Four hundred and ten dollars have been expended on 
the library for books. A list of the new books:is added to 
this report. Teachers and students have found this ex- 
penditure an extremely profitable one, in the work of the 
differentdepartments. There is need for constant enlarge- 
ment of the library, and soon we must plan for more shelf- 
room. We have now/648 books in the library, and are 
taking thirty-five periodicals for the reading-room. Sev- 
eral pieces of valuable apparatus have been put in the 
physical laboratory, among them a Wheatstone’s Bridge, 
ealvanometer and resistange coils for electrical measure- 
ments. Additional machines have been put in the gymna- 
sium so that now we have twenty different machines for 
physical development by direct action upon different parts 
of the individual system. In making up our classes in the 
eymnasium in October, on a basis of strength, only one 
new student was put in the strongest class, and only one 
old student remained in the weakest, proving that the 
- students gain in strength while at the Seminary. 


Very little has been expended for lectures and concerts, 
simply because we had little to expend. This is a means 
of culture which is of great importance. Many of our stu- 
dents comefrom small and retired villages where they have 
had few advantages of this sort. A fund available for 
fortnightly or monthly lectures and concerts is what we 
very much desire. We have had a lecture by Rev. Dr. 
McPherson, of Chicago, on ‘“‘Culture of Character,” an 
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illustrated lecture on Mexico, by Mr. Ober, of Boston, 
several ladies and gentlemen from abroad have addressed 
us on missionary topics, and with the Mendelssohn Society 
of this city, we secured the services of Amy Fay for a piano 
recital. Weare very much indebted to Prof. E. G. Smith, 
Ph. D., of Beloit College, who has given a course of eleven 
lectures on chemistry. The course extended through two 
terms, and the lectures being strictly scientific rather than 
popular, have been of great value to our students. His 
generous expenditure of time and labor without remuner- 
ation claims our hearty thanks. 


The plan of receiving students on certificate from ac- 
credited high schools which was entered upon last year, is 
in operation, and while the results are not entirely patent 
yet, is working well. At present our list of accredited high 
schools numbers six: Chicago, Beloit, Rockford, Prince- 
ton, Freeport, and Keokuk, lowa. We have had applica- 
tions from the principals of several other schools to enter 
into this arrangement with us, but as yet their work does 
not meet our requirements. 


Our strength is largely increased by the interest and 
activity shown by our alumne and former students in the 
formation ofassociations. A new one has just been formed 
onthe Pacific coast. The Minneapolis and Freeport Asso- 
ciations will contribute next year to the Students’ Aid 
Association, as the Chicago Association is already doing 
yearly. 


The organizations within the Seminary have been sus- 
tained with interest. The Christian Association numbers 
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sixty-three. In addition to the usual religious work, a 
part of its work has been of a specially practical and 
interesting character. At the suggestion and by the 
special efforts of Miss Anderson, a night school for fac- 
tory and servant girls was opened in October, and con- 
tinued under the direction of Miss Sutliff and other 
teachers until the middle of winter. Over two hundred 
were enrolled in the beginning, but we could not ex- 
pect to hold so many to regular attendance. This meth- 
od of accomplishing good for others has also had its effect 
upon the students in giving first-hand knowledge of ways 
and means of philanthropic work. The night school will 
be resumed next fall. The Missionary Society has num- 
bered forty-one, and has contributed to causes of benevo- 
lence and missions. The literary societies have been 
sustained with enthusiasm, bringing much of a broadening 
and inspiring influence upon the intellectual life of the 
school. <A new society was formed by Miss Rumsey among 
the Preparatory students. As long as we have a prepara- 
tory department, it is our aim to secure to the students 
in it as much as possible of true culture and good literary 
taste, along with the drill and discipline which would 
simply fit them for class-room work in the course. 


We have received visits from four of your regularly ap- 
pointed visiting committee, who have expressed them- 
selves to us as well pleased with the work of the school. 


The recommendation was made to you last year, that 
a date be fixed, after which students would not be admit- 
ted to the Seminary course. We renew that recommenda- 


10 


tion with emphasis. The time has gone by when even a 
diploma of the Seminary should be given for the amount 
of work now required. There should be more difference 
between a high school diploma and the Seminary diploma, 
if the collegiate standing of the Seminary is to be main- 
tained in public opinion. 


The need of an endowmentfor the successful working of 
the institution is a manifest one. You realize this as fully 
as we, and the subject need not bedweltuponhere. Various 
ways have been suggested in the precegding paragraphs 
for the profitable expenditure of whatever funds generous 
friends may put at our disposal. 


Such is our report for the year 1888-9. On the whole 
it seems to us not without encouragement, and with many 
blessings for which we thank a kind Providence. 


ANNA B. GELSTON, 


For the Faculty of Rocktord Seminary. 


BOOKS ADDED TO LIBRARY. 


PHILOSOPHY. Ferrier — Lectures on Greek Philosophy. 

Morris— Hegel’s Philosophy of the State and of 
History. 
Caird— Hegel. . 
Kednéy— Hegel’s Aesthetics. 
Sidgwick—Outlines of the History of Ethics. 
Ueberweg— History of Philosophy. 
Morris — Philosophy and Christianity. 
f British Thought and Thinkers. 

Porter— Kant’s Ethics. 
Schwegler— History of Philosophy. 
Caird— Philosophy of Religion. 
Martineau — Ethetical Theory. 
Greene— Prolegomena to Ethics. 


THEOLOGY AND MyTHOLOGY. 
Holy Bible—[Revised version. ] 
Spalding — Protestant Reformation. 
Wright— Logic of Christian Evidences. 
Fisher — The Reformation. 
W oodhouse— Military Religious Orders of the 
Middle Ages. 


SocloLoey. International Monetary Conference. 
ry Sanitary Conference. 
Alabama Claims. 
Electrical Conference at Philadelphia in 1884. 
Papers Relating to the Treaty of Washington. 
Foreign Relations. 
Sumner— American Currency. 
—— Documents Relating to New England 
Federalism. 
Mulford— The Nation. 


PHILOLOGY. 
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Gase— French and English Dictionary. 
Brunot— Precis de Grammaire Historique. 
Ayer— Grammaire. 

La Faye— Dictionnaire des Synonyms. 
Littre— Dictionnaire de la Langue Francaise. 
Trench —Study of Words. 

Muller— Lectures on the Science of Language. 
Earle— Philology of the English Tongue. 


NATURAL SCIENCE. 


Fink ARTs. 


LITERATURE. 


Roscoe and Schorlemmer— Treatise on Chemistry. 
Beilstein — Handbuch der Organischen Chemie. 
—-— American Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac. 
Allen— Commercial Organic Analysis. 

Nichols— Water Supply. 

Wurtz— History of Chemical theory. 

Meyer— Modern Theories of Chemistry. 
Chauvenet— Treatise on Trigonometry. 

Newcomb— Plane and Spherical Trigonometry. 
Gow— History of Greek Mathematics. 


Perkins— Historical Handbook of Italian Sculpture. 

Itlson— Curiosities of Music. 

Engel— Musical Myths and Facts. 

Schmidt— Rhythmic and Metric. 

Hawkins—General History of the Science and Practice 
of Music. . 

Handbook to the Cathedrals of England 


Plautus— Comedies. 
——— The Younger Edda. 
Lucian — Dialogues. 
Seneca — Our Benefits. 
—— Thoughts of Aurelius Antoninus. 
—-— Zend Avesta. 
——— Justin, Cornelius, Nepos, ete. 
Srey be— Aldeutsches Leben. 
Bartsch — Das Nibelungenlied. 
4 Parzival und Titurel. 
Bs Keedrun. 
Uhlando — Writings. 
Vilmar— Folk Songs. 
Goethe — Faust. 
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Polko— Dichtergrusze. 

Saint Simon—Louis XIV. et sa Cour. 
Tanie— La Fontaine et ses Fables. 
Cousin— Du Vrai, du Beau et du Bien. 
Demogeot— Litterature Francaise. 
Pascal— Pensees. 

‘Michelet — Loiseau. 

Lamartine— Harmonies. 

a Premier Meditations. 
Victor Hugo—L’Art d’etre Ggand-Pere. 
Dernieres —Chansons et Bera : 
Beranger — Oeuvres. 

Victor Hugo— Notre-Dame de Paris. 
Musset— Premieres Poesies. 
Michelet— Joan D’Are. 
Topffer— Nouvelles Genevoises. 
Xavier de Maistre— Oeuvres Completes. 
Rousseau — Emile ou de L’ Education. 
Rochefoucauld — Reflexions. 
Molisre— Oenvres. 
Racine — Theatres. 
Corneille— Oeuvre®. 
Victor Hugo — Odes et Ballades. 
Fleury — Histoire de Ja Litterature Francaise. 
Montaigne— Essais. 
Albert— La Litterature Erancaise. 
Cooper— The Pathfinder. 
Alden —Cyclopedia of Universal Literature. 
Scott— Waverly. 

‘ Guy Mannering. 

¢ The Black Dwarf. 

4g Rob Roy. 
Bride of Lammermoor. 
Ivanhoe. 
hy The Abbot. 
Kennilworth. 
Peveril of the Peak. 
rs Red Gauntlet. 
ve Maid of Perth. 
Fortunes of Nigel. 
Dickens— Two Cities. 
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Pickwick Papers. 


LITERATURE. 
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Dickens—Oliver Twist. 

“ Nicholas Nickleby. 
Barnaby Rudge. 
Martin Chuzzlewit. 
Dombey and Son. 


SF David Copperfield. 
of Bleak House. 

Old Curiosity Shop. 
* Little Dorritt. 


reat Expectations. 
= Mm, Mutual Friend. 
a hristmas Books. 
i Child’s England. 
Kingsley — Westward Ho. 
—— Gesta Romanorum. 
Lytton — Rienzi. 
——— Arabian Nights. 
Coooper—Spy. 
Lamb— Tales from Shakespeare. 
Reade— Put Yourself in His Place. 
Story — Roba di Rome 
Euripides— Tragedies. 
Aristophanes— Comedies. 
Earle— Anglo-Saxon Literature. 
Kingsley — Hereward. 
Lytton— Harold. 
Reade— A Woman. Hater. 
Hawthorne— Marble Faun. 
Whateley — Elements of Rhetoric. 
Blackmoor— Lorna Doone. 
Browning — Works. 
Shakespeare— Works. 
Pliny — Letters. 
Carlyle— Reminiscences. 
Poole— Index to Periodical Literature. 
Horace—Epistles. 
Addison—The Tatler and the Guardian. 
Satires of Horace. 
Abbott—Shakespearian Grammar. 
Mahatfy—History of Classical Greek Literature. 
Norton—Early Letters of Thos. Carlyle. 
Garnett—Beowulf. 


